Elders, Minifters, and Meſſengers 


BAPTIST CHURCHES, 


MEETING AS 


ide Crockerton, . 5 3 

Exeler, Fromme, pi "Port thmouth, 
Preſcott, PDaulton, 5 Wotton, - + 
Wellington, * Bratton, - Horſley, © 
Veovill, Calne, Pithay & wad 
Loughwood,  Melkſham,  mead, Briſtol, 
Horfington, Eritileton & Mal/-' Sodbury and 
Bridgewater, bury, Bradford. 

Having received LETTERS alſo from 

Falmouth, _ Tiverton, : Chard, 
Chacewater, . Sampton,: Croſcombe, 
Plymouth- Por: Stoke-Gomer,. King Stanley, 
Plymouth, | pew . and 
Bovey- Tracey, Hatch, Mornbury. 
cullumpion. Lyme, | * 


Being met in Aﬀociation at BRAD FOR D, 
May 21, and 22, 1793. 


7 the ſeveral Churches they 3 Chr1 ng eee 


Dzar BRETHREN, 


WE think ourſelves. "INE wh feel RET bappy- 
in addreſſing you on the preſent occafion. We 
thank the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for the 


good F which has been over you another year, 


. | protected 


— 2 Py 


— 


ES 


protected us the delegates from the ſeveral Aſſociated 
Churches in aſſembling together, and permitted us, in peace 
and pleaſure, to hear your reſpective caſes, 

The Churches in general in their letters, while they diſ- 
cover their firm attachment to evangelical truth, and their 
enjoyment of peace among themſelves, yet greatly lament 
the ravages of war abroad, and the uncommon failure of 
commercial confidence at home ; but they ſtill more lament 
the ſad cauſes of all our calamities, the aboundings of national 
fin, the declenſion of vital godlineſs in the Churches, and 


the conformity of profeſſors to a vain world; they however 


implore the help of God and the prayers of his people 
againſt theſe evils. | 

And now, Brethren, ſuffer with your uſual candour, the 
word of exhortation, We are aſſured that we need not 
avow the purity of our intentions, nor the ſincerity of our 
good wiſhes for you. You are too well acquainted with us, 
Brethren, not to know, that 5 our earneſt deſire and prayer 
to God for you is that you may be ſaved.” 

You are our witneſſes, and God alſo, how greatly we 
long after you all, in the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, Yes, you 
cannot but be perſuaded that we ſeek not yours but you. 
Your increaſe in divine knowledge, goſpel holineſs, and 
Chriſtian conſolation affords us heart-felt pleaſure, We 
participate all your joys in religion, when you are happy, 
and we feel gll your ſorrows in the world, when you are 
miſerable. We have no greater joy than to ſee you walk in 
the truth, no greater grief than to behold you draw back, 
We do all things, dearly beloved, for your edifying. When 
that is promoted we rejoice, when that is hindered we 
mourn. | 

As we have, at our reſpeQive poſts, individually exhorted, 
and charged every one of you as a father does his children, 
that you would walk worthy of God, who has: called you to 
his Kingdom and Glory; even ſo now, we unite collectively 

| our 


B = 


our moſt preſſing importunities, that you will make God's 
glory your higheſt end, his word your daily rule, and his 

ſpirit your ſupreme guide. h 
You will often call to mind the relation in which God 
ſtands to you as your Creator, moral Governor, and Re- 
deemer, We beſeech you to conſider the duties, which you 
owe to him in theſe relations, and © walk worthy the vocation, 
wherewith you are called.” As your Creator, you cannot but 
feel your infinite obligations to him. You owe all the com- 
forts of life and liſe itſelf to him “ in whom you live move and 
have your being.” In return for theſe favours, the warmeſt 
gratitude, ſteady truſt, and unfeigned love and obedience 
are his undiſputed due, And does not conſcience aſſure us 
that we are under law to God, that we ſhould reverence him 
as the moral Governor of the world, and that we are ac- 
countable to him for all our actions? Does not this voice of 
God within, echo to the word of God without, this ſolemn 
language „that we muſt all appear before the judgment 
ſeat of Chriſt—and every one muſt give an account of him- 
ſelf to God.“ Let us not forget that we are moral agents, 
and that all our thoughts words and actions ſhall be tried by 
the teſt of that law which 1s holy juſt and good,” Should 
not this law then be ever before us to diſcover our fins, de- 
ſtroy our legal hopes, and define our reſpetiive duties? Let 
this glaſs be held up daily to the eye of the ſoul, that you 
may ſee its pollution, —Above all live not forgetful of the 
relation in which God ſtands to you in the work of redemp- 
tion, Often think of that covenant which he has made with 
Chriſt on your behalf, of his great love in the gift of his 
Son, his condeſcending kindneſs in a goſpel revelation, and 
his bounty in the donation of the Spirit. Here behold him 
as a prince pardoning the criminal, and as a father taking 
into his arms his prodigal ſon. When you ſee clearly theſe 
relations to God, you will eaſily diſcern your duty. You 
will perceive that it ſhould be your conſtant care to know 
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him, and that it is criminal to be ignorant of him through 
your own negligence. You will often look into the books 
of creation and revelation to trace out the being, perfections, 
and will of our Creator and Lord. In particular you will 
ſee your obligations to make yourſelves acquainted with his 
word by reading and meditation, hearing and converſation, 
You will ſtudy the proofs of its divinity, meditate on the 
principles which it contains, obey the precepts, and delight 
in the promiſes, © You will ſearch for wiſdom as for 
ſilver, and dig for her as for hid treaſure.” Your ſerious 
and daily enquire will be, Lord what wilt thou have me 
to do?” Infidelity will then appear to you an heinous fin, 
and you will perceive the obligation upon you to believe 


all that God has ſpoken. You will be ſtruck with the words 


of the Apoſtle John “ He, that believeth not God, hath made 
him a liar,” Your reaſon will do homage to revelation, and 
it will appear a ſufficient argument to engage you to credit 


the doctrine, that God has ſpoken it. Supreme love to God 


will appear reaſonable and proper, your duty, intereſt, and 
happineſs. You will conſider every alienation of heart from 
God as nothing leſs than robbery of him, and deſtruction to 
your own peace, You will be happily taught to ſubmit to 
him in all circumſtances of life, and in the pains of death. 


God will become the object of your warmeſt hopes, and 


moſt enflamed deſires. The language of your hearts will be 
& whom have LI in heaven but thee? and there is none upon 
all the earth that I deſire beſides thee.” You will fear this 
holy and terrible Lord God, and dread his frown more than 
hell. His holy commands will be your delight, and you 
will ſee your intereſt and duty combined in the ſervice of 
God, You will be excited to all ſocial and private duties, 
and will prefer the preſence of God in his worſhip above 


'every thing in the world, 


Permit us then, dear Brethren, to exhort you to ſet God 
slways before you, Seek to know his will, believe what 


he 


( F-) 


he has ſpoken, ſubmit to his diſpenſations, love his per- 
fections, practice his commands, and devoutly ſeek his pre- 
ſence. In a word, as God ſtands in the higheſt relation to 
you, let his will be your ſupreme law, and his glory your 
ultimate end. Beware of lukewarmneſs in your affections 
to ſuch a Father, and of negligence in the ſervice of ſuch a 
Lord. Keep in mind, not only the impoſſibility of de- 
ceiving him, but the infelicity of attempting it. Remem- 
ber that every deviation of heart from God, is a high 
inſult on his Majeſty, and a real injury to your own 
ſouls, It is not what he diſapproves only, but what your 
own hearts diſapprove, It is not barely rebellion againſt God, 
but death to yourſelves. Look well to the ſprings of ac- 
tion in you, your thoughts and paſſions, and let God habt- 
tually preſide in them. | 

Give us leave, Brethren, to remind you not only of the 
duties which you owe to God, but of thoſe alſo which you 
owe to ſociety, You are members of the community at large, 
parts of the vaſt body of mankind, citizens of the worlds 
The good of the human race ſhould lie near your hearts. 
You ſhould rejoice to ſee the ſhackles of ignorance, unbe- 
lief, and fin fall from the minds of men in general, and it 
ſhould be your daily prayer © Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. O Lord let thy kingdom come.” We 
are perſuaded it will give you heart- felt joy to hear of the 
in- gathering of the heathen, the deſtruction of antichriſt, and 
the ſpread of the goſpel in every part of the globe. Reve - 
rence and reſpect the civil ſociety of which you are more 
immediately a part. As far as the rights of conſcience, and 
the duty you owe to God will permit, let every ſoul be ſub- 
ject to the higher powers. We need not remind you that 
the Kingdom of Chriſt is not of this world,” Yet, that it 
15 nevertheleſs your incumbent duty to do good to all men. 
Render to all their due, tribute to whom tribute, fear to 
whom fear, and honour to whom honour,” We know that 


you 
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you make conſcience of praying for kings and for ſuch as 


are in authority. We need not exhort you to adhere ſtead- 


faſtly to all the duties of good citizens, and cannot but think 
you would be falfely cenſured, ſhould any one inſinuate, 
that you are not firm friends to your country, and hearty 
advocates for the rights of all men. Under this con- 
viction, we almoſt think it ſuperfluous to ſay, follow 
peace with all men, walk in wiſdom towards them that 
are without,” Let equity and charity guide all your actions. 
Be juſt, benevolent and good to all. Love your enemies 
bleſs them that curſe you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute 
you.” 

Do good in particular to the houſehold of faith. Conſider 
yourſelves as parts of the fame family with all the ſaints below, 
and all the ſpirits of the juſt made perfe& above. Children 


of one common Father, partakers of one and the ſame fal- 


vation, and united to one ſpirit, labour to keep © the unity of 
the ſpirit in the bond of peace.” Let no diverſity of ſenti- 
ment in leſſer matters alienate your affections from the ſaints. 
Remember that there is no more reaſon why you ſhould 
differ with them about ſentiment than why they ſhould 


differ with you; as, therefore, you would not wiſh to feel 


their reſentment for believing and embracing what you think 
to be right; ſo neither ſhould you put them to the pain of 
feeling your anger, becauſe they are tenacious of what they 
think to be truth. We think a candid, meek, and liberal 
mind perfectly conſiſtent with the moſt ſteady attachment 


to the truth of the goſpel. This gentle mind, which was 
ſo eminently in Jeſus Chriſt, recommended in the goſpel, 


ornamental to religion, and which abundantly glorifies God, 
we earneſty recommend to you. Let nothing be done, 


not even in ſupport of truth, through ſtrife and vain glory, 
but in lowlineſs of mind let each eſteem others better than 
themſelves,” „Do all things without murmurings and dif. 

putings.“ 


3 


putings.“ Be ſuperior, Brethren, to the low artifices which 
little minds uſe to promote a party, wiſhing well to all thoſe 
that love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity. With the 
great apoſtle rejoice if the goſpel be promoted, Chriſt 
preached, and ſouls ſaved, though by men of contentious 
minds, 

Recollect alſo, Brethren, the duties that are incumbent 
upon you as members of goſpel churches. Be regular and 
early in your attendance on public worſhip, embrace every 
mean of grace in your power, beware of {lighting meetings 
of prayer and religious conference, Let not the world en- 
groſs that time which ought to be ſacred to God. Regard 
the ſabbath, Waſte not a great part of it in bed, dreſs, 
providing for the body, walking the fields, or talking of 
things indifferent. Attend with ſeriouſneſs the miniſtry of 
God's ſervants, ſubmit to them while they urge the laws 
of Chriſt. Pray for a bleſſing on their labours, be tender of 
their characters, and endeavour to ſtrengthen their hands in 
the great work to which they are called. Submit to one 
another in love, pray one for another, forgive readily and 
heartily thoſe that have offended you, and ſpeak evil of 
no man, 

There is yet another claſs of duties, that have more im- 
mediate reſpect to ourſelves, to which we take the liberty 
to call you,—Be diligent in your worldly buſineſs. A 
habit of ſauntering and idleneſs in a profeſſor of religion, 
is very diſhonourable to his profeſſion, Man, in Paradiſe, 
amidſt all the profuſion of Eden, was placed to till the 
ground, The nature, wants, credit, religion and happi- 
neſs of man forbid idleneſs, and call to action. Who does 
not feel diſguſt with the indolent, who is not pleaſed with the 
diligent? The one is a wen in the body politic that draws 
off the nouriſhment from the uſeful parts, the other is a 
member that provides for the good of the whole, He is 
very little acquainted with himſelf who has not found by 

experience, 
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experience, that much of the happineſs of life conſiſts in 


the juſt and moderate exerciſe of his body and mind. The 
more indolent we are, the nearer we approach to the ſtate 
of dead matter, the more active, in things that are good, the 
more we reſemble the pure and active ſpirits above. Be 
not ſlothful in buſineſs but fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the 

Lord,” | 
Be moderate and temperaie in the uſe of the bleſſings of 
Providence. * Uſe the world as not abuſing it.” Let your 
moderation and temperance be known unto all men. No- 
thing can be more unbecoming a profeſſed follower of the, 
felf-denying Redeemer than a habit of pampering the fleſh 
in eating, drinking, dreſſing, and carnal indulgence ; 
a practice too common in the preſent day among the pro- 
feſſors of religion, How many, whom we gannot, perhaps, 
fully accuſe of drunkenneſs and debauchery, live in habits 
of intemperance ! They are artful to parry the cenſure they 
deſerve, and ſtill live within the pale of the Church, but 
through habitual indulgence of the fleſh, are rather preju- 
dicial than ſerviceable to the cauſe of Chriſt. O Brethren ! 
for the ſake of all that is dear to you, be not thus deceived, 
« God is not mocked, whatſoever a man ſoweth that ſhall he 
alſo reap, he that ſoweth to the fleſh ſhall of the fleſh reap 
corruption,” —Of all characters in the world can there be 
any more odious than thoſe who have a garb of profeſſion 
over debauched and licentious ſouls ? What a ſpectacle will 
they be to themſelves, to men and to angels, when the robe 
falls which has hid their impurity, and they ſtand naked 
before the bar of God. Learn alſo to regulate your 
paſſions by the rule of the word. The affections of the 
mind, like a fiery ſteed, require {ſkilful management, 
Let reaſon, enlightened by the word, curb, guide, or 
urge on the paſſions, according to the circumſtances 
in which you may be. Let an underſtanding, illuminated 
and influenced by goſpel truth, regulate every movement of 
your 


(+) 
your ſouls, Then will you be angry and not fin; ſpirited 


dut not proud ;, ſorrowful yet always rejoicing. You will 
hate fin, but love the perſon of the ſinner ; fear God, yet 
love and truſt him ; regard men, yet not idolizd them, In 
a word God will be venerated, and loved above all, and 
ereatures have only a ſecondary regard, Your affec- 
tions will be ſet on things above, and not on things on the 
carth,”— 

To conclude, ſeek after the higheſt degrees of true devotion, 
and Chriſtian piety, Be much in ſecret. Commune with the 
great Three One, Walk with God. Converſe with death. 
Behold by faith your heavenly inheritance. In proportion 
as you do this, the world will loſe its charms, its fair in- 
chantments will vaniſh, and Chriſt will be all in all. Then 
will you already be engaged in the employments, and 
happy in the joys of the heavenly ſtate, be diſciplined for 
the better world, and made meet to be partakers of the in- 
heritance of the ſaints in light, You will walk by faith, not 
by ſight.—You will mix with the ſaints and angels above, 
loſe yourſelves in the happy God, and long to drop the 
mortal veil, that you may ſee him face to face, Death will 
now be no more terrible to you, you will long for his ap- 
proach, and ſay with good old Simeon“ Now Lord letteſt 
thou thy ſervant depart in peace,” — 


SIGNED ON BEHALP OF THE ASSEMBLY, 
BY THE MODERATOR, 


JOHN TOMMAS. 


BaADTORD, May 22, 179g. 
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Tov ESDAY May as met at Tyres o'clock. 


Brother Mofely began in prayer, Brother Tommas, of Briſtol, 


was choſen Moderator, the preliminary articles were read, 

and 39 letters from the Churches were alſo read, that ſervice 

was then concluded by Brother Taylor, of Calne, in prayer. 
Another ſervice was begun at SEVEN o'clock in the 


evening by Brother Penn, Brother Hughes preached from 


Matt. v. and 16, and cloſed in prayer. 

WEDNESDAY the 22, met at six o'clock in the morn- 
ing for prayer, Meſlrs, Tommas, Perry, Morgan, Simmons and 
Sotteridge prayed, then attended the private buſineſs of the 
Aſſocjation and adjourned. 

The forenoon ſervice was begun at 1E NV o'clock by Bro- 
ther Belſſier in prayer, Brother Kingdon ſucceeded, Brother 
Tommas of the Pithay, preached from 2 Cor. vi. and 1, 
and cloſed the ſervice in prayer. Þ 67, 

The General Letter was read, and then at jourhed. | 

The afternoon ſervice was begun by Brother Horſey at 
THREE o'clock in prayer, Brother B. Francis preached from 
Luke xiv. and 23, and cloſed the meeting in prayer. 

N. B, Singing at proper intervals, 

Agreed to recommend the Dartmouth caſe. 

Agreed to hold the next Aſſociation at Chard, the 
Wedneſday and Thurſday in the Whitſun week, our Bre- 
thren Tommas and B. Francis to.preach the ſermons, and in 
caſe of failure, our Brethren Clark and Redding. — Brother 
Birt to draw up the Circular Letter, 


In 


5 (u) 


8 7 — 


In the ASSOCIATED CHURCHES the laſt 
| | year there were, 
Baptized - - - 100] Dead - <- 63 


Received by Letter - 13 | Diſmiſſed - 13 
Reſtored «= - - 3] Excluded 
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